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Hello DMer! Welcome to Dance Marathon 2011! We are so excited for November 5th!  Thank you for registering and pledging to help us raise money for Children’s Miracle Network! This is your FUNdraising Packet and has many fundraising ideas to get you to your goals!  Although $150 may seem daunting, channel your inner “Neil Armstrong” and realize that you can “reach the moon” with little effort. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, remember that all the money you raise will go to Children’s Miracle Network which donates the money to two local children’s hospitals, Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center and St. Louis Children’s Hospital.  While we understand that asking for money can be difficult, please remember IT’S FOR THE KIDS.

Remember, you are not alone in this endeavor.  You registered for DM as part of a team so your morale captain and fellow teammates are fantastic resources for fundraising ideas. Additionally, we, your Fundraising Chairs, are here to help with ALL of your fundraising needs—whether it be implementing a brand new fundraising strategy or using one of the examples provided in this packet! Do not hesitate to shoot us an email! Copy that, DM-astronaut?

Let’s make this Dance Marathon the most successful one St. Louis has ever seen! Let the fundraising begin!

TO CONTACT US: fundraising@dmstl.org.

Official DM website: www.dmstl.org where you can:
·        Update your profile (keep track of your fundraising goal)
·        Find more fundraising ideas
·        Sends letters to friends and family!
·        Keep track of the official DM calendar (where we will keep everyone informed of all of your  
         fundraisers)

DM Love,

Madeleine Coutré and Jason Huang
Your 2011 Fundraising Chairs 











Letter-writing (required for all dancers)
Every year, one of our biggest fundraisers is simply to take out a pencil or pull out a keyboard and send a letter/email to a friend or relative, asking them for a donation.  Tell them about the unique, 12 hour dance you will be participating in to symbolize your support for the children and their struggle, to celebrate the miracles the hospitals perform every day, and to simply dance for the kids who cannot.  Remember, it NEVER hurts to try.  
Best of all, we have PRE-WRITTEN emails that you can personalize and send- yes it’s that easy. 

What you need to do: 
· Go onto your personal profile at www.dmstl.org and click on Letterwriting. .
· Click on “Create a Letter” and the select between Customized and Pre-made  (snail-mail or email)
    That’s all there is to it!  Just let your family member/friend know how you are doing and how important this opportunity is to you- to reach out to the   St Louis community by improving the life of a child who has spent most of his/her life in a hospital bed.  THAT is what all our efforts to raise funds are centered on, which is the main goal of Dance Marathon: to help improve the lives of children who suffer from serious and terminal illnesses.    

    Thus, let your email/letter express WHAT you are fundraising for!
· In the past, our funds went towards the building of the Bob Costas Cancer Center at Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center, a kid-friendly place where children can go for their cancer treatment without the uncomfortable, often frightening unfamiliarity of a normal hospital experience. 
· Every team has a miracle child who has had his/her life changed for the better thanks to Children’s Miracle Hospitals such as Cardinal Glennon and St. Louis Children’s Hospital. Take some time to learn about your Miracle Child on our website: http://www.dmstl.org/fordancers/themiraclechildren.
· Last but not least, tell them that you are going to DANCE YOUR HEART OUT for all the kids on the night of November 5th!
***Letterwriting is REQUIRED (at least 5 emails/letters), unless you meet the $150 fundraising goal!







Exec-Sponsored Fundraising Events
Below is a complete list of events that the Dance Marathon Executive Board will hold for teams to raise a lot of money.  All of these events are core components of our fundraising initiative every year and depend entirely on YOUR help.  Read the list and sign up for all the ones that suit you well!

CANNING:  All you have to do is stand in front of Schnucks’ or Dierbergs with a friend or two for an hour on a Saturday with donation jars and ask shoppers for contributions to Children’s Miracle Network.  Remember to stay positive! This is a GREAT way to reach your fundraising goal while at the same time gaining awareness with the St. Louis community! 
(estimate to collect about $100-200!! For a 2 hour time slot)
    Responsibilities:  
· Have your Morale Captain sign you up at one of the weekly meetings
· READ-UP on CMN and DM a little beforehand in case any donor has any questions!
BENEFIT NIGHTS:  At various St. Louis restaurants, a night will be reserved when a certain percentage of the restaurants’ profits who identify themselves as DM supporters will be donated to CMN.  Make sure to talk to your MORALE CAPTAIN, who will have the opportunity to sign up their team to host one- then all the money earned will count toward your teams’ fundraising goals!
    Responsibilities: 
· Advertising the benefit night (ask us for advertising details!) 
TABLING (in DUC): Sell vintage DM t-shirts, water bottles, and other DM paraphernalia (provided by yours truly)!  OR, sell something else- something that your team has made, or even your own valuable skills! 
    Responsibilities:
· Have your Morale Captain sign up your team.

DANCE-IN: The Biggest Tabling Event EVERR!! Held in the DUC, it gives you the opportunity to table/raise money with your team, selling something you’ve made, baked, or participate in the world famous DM DATE AUCTION!  This year’s dance-in will be held October 20 and October 21 (that’s right! 2 days of fun!).
    Responsibilities:
· Have your Morale Captain sign up your team
BEAR DISCOUNT CARDS: Every year, we team up with Bear Discounts and sell hundreds of dollars worth of these cards.  For every card you sell, Bear Discounts will donate $10 to your fundraising goal.
    Responsibilities:
· Pick some discount cards up from us!  We have plenty of them and can’t wait for you to get rid of them!  (email fundraising@dmstl.org)
Individual Team Fundraisers! (putting the “FUN” in FUNdraise)
Dance Marathon could not help the Children’s Hospitals without YOU.  YOU are the reason why Dance Marathon has made such an impact in aiding Children’s Miracle Network.  In addition to the exec fundraisers, teams will usually start up their own events to propel Dance Marathon to its astronomical fundraising totals every year.  Below is a list of many of the events that have raised HUNDREDS of dollars for the kids!

SUNGLASSES SALE: Buy a large quantity of DM sunglasses and have them available for sale, either by going to dorms or handing them out to your friends (and remember, EVERYONE at WashU is your friend!).  Give people markers and glitter and anything else you’d like so they can personalize the pair of sunglasses!
Responsibilities:
· Buy sunglasses in bulk online, and have them to sell at a tabling event (speak with us for a table reservation, or the DUC if you want to do it yourself).
· Have supplies ready if you’d like to let people draw and personalize them.
· Speak to Jacob Lenard (aka one of the Morale Chairs) for guidance.
MATCH ME!:  Many employers have a program that matches any donation an employee makes to a non-profit organization.  For instance, if one of your employed friends will donate $50 to Dance Marathon, the employer will donate a matching $50 us, for a total of $100!  This money will show up as a donation on your behalf, so you will surely soar to your fundraising goals!
    Responsibilities:
· Simply ask your employed friend if his or her employer or company’s Human Resources department has this type of program.  Many of them do, and then this will double your impact for the kids!
BAKE SALE: Are you an avid baker?  Is there a surplus of baked goods from your wild baking streaks?  Well we know there are people out there who would love one of those chocolate chip cookies or fresh fudge brownies.  Bake some goods and sell them to your floormates and others in the dorms and around campus!
    Responsibilities:
· Have a great time while baking your heart out!  Then go around your dorm offering your fragrant foods for $1 or $2 dollars and before you know it, you will wish you left some for yourself!    
KEEP THE CHANGE: Go around your dorm collecting loose change from people!  This is actually the “dark horse” of fundraising!  You wouldn’t realize this going in, but all the loose change that is sitting around on campus will really make a huge hit on your fundraising total.  Go around the dorms, around your classes, standing in line at the DUC, outside the bookstore, and in any of the millions of eateries in and around WashU asking people for the loose change they have in their pockets, wallets, or book bags.  It’s just sitting around anyway!  This is a huge and easy way to raise much more than you would expect.
    Responsibilities:
· What more needs to be said?  Kick off your shyness and go about asking people for that pesky loose change and fund-raise today!

DELIVERING FOOD: Take orders from a popular local restaurant and become a dorm-delivery service for a night! (This one is HUGE!!!  DO IT!!!)
    Responsibilities:
· Ask your friends and people who live around you if one night (or several nights) they would like some Chipotle, Chinese food, or anything you can deliver to them.
· On the day of, make and pick up the large order. Charge your pals a little extra for the delivery (like round up to the nearest $10 or charge gratuity) and voila! You are a fundraising machine!
RAG-O-RAMA: Clear old clothes from your closet and sell your clothes to Avalon Exchange on the Loop!  There is a used clothing store on the Loop that will buy your used clothes from you.  All you have to do is collect as many clothes as you can carry from your own collection and any clothes that friends do not want.  Make sure they are clean and laundered and bring them to Avalon Exchange (6388 Delmar Blvd).
    Responsibilities:
· Advertise what you are doing!  Everyone has extra clothes laying around!  (Also, Avalon is kind of picky about what they sell, so the rest of your clothes could be donated to another charity, such as the Goodwill)
· Bring your clothes to Avalon Exchange (and bring a form of government issued personal identification) about 30 minutes before they close and have them buy from you what they want!  Just a few sets of outfits will make you a considerable amount for your fundraising goal!
GUESSTIMATION SALE: Have a whole jar of your favorite kind of candy or snack and have people guess how many pieces there are!
    Responsibilities:
· Get a jar of a countable object, know how many objects there are in there, and charge people $1 or $2 per guess.  Whoever is closest to the correct amount wins!  They can keep the jar of fun, and maybe a portion of the donations, according to your discretion!
STOP THE BOP: Want to be the annoying person who is playing unbearably loud music? Well, make it EVEN BETTER by having people donate until you reach a certain amount to stop the noise!
    Responsibilities:
· 1. Find an annoying song you live for.
· 2. Play it. Repeatedly. Don’t stop.
· 3. Let your noise hostages know you cannot stop until you reach a fundraising goal! (say, $500?)
· 4. CAUTION: if you are doing this in a dorm, make sure to check with the R.A. to see if it’s okay! 

Want more creative options??  WE WANT YOU TO ASK US FOR MORE IDEAS!!
Also for more ideas, visit www.dmstl.org, or add your own to the website!  Don’t be afraid to think outside the planet Earth and into OUTER SPACE! :) 
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Finally... THE COUNTDOWN:  Here are important duties to keep in mind as you are launched into DM 2011! 
5. Pay your participation fee!
4. Work with your teammates and morale captain on your fundraising goals-Sign up for canning, tabling, or a benefit night!
3. Write letters to family and friends to encourage them to support you as you dance FOR THE KIDS!
2. If you have ANY questions, contact us at fundraising@dmstl.org 
1. DANCE MARATHON IS Nov 5th at 2:00 pm! REMEMBER REMEMBER THE 5TH OF NOVEMBER…

Dancer, you are cleared for take-off…BLAST-OFF!!!! 

We leave you with a quote of INSPIRATION:
“That's one small step for man, one giant DANCE FOR THE KIDS.”
-Neil Armstrong [if he was here] 

DMLove to the MOOOOON and back!
-Mad Jazzzzzz
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